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fonorable Hirley .adlery
fiouse of Hepresant.;tivus -
«ustin, Texas >ee V-206 for chapge in fact situation.
vear oir: Opinion No. 0-63

ke: Could od

follows:

' 3 ~gonzittes to
inves g haise of the Freach

Eabd ve been inforaed thuat

t ded bpfanee of the Congressiocnsl
Por x63 Centennial will be avall-
b n the ;urchase price of the Zmbassey.

B, the Chairman of the Appropriatioas

Co: 1 le, has requested our sudb-committee
to b ng it scme evidence that this money could
be us is purpo:e, a8 well as what procedure
would b essary for the relcase of the mopey to

tie Daughters of the Kepudblie.

"Iwo yeaIs ago somne ageucy trisd to securs this
woney and i1f I rezeamber sorrectly we were informed at
that tlioe that while this money was alloocated to the
Ltate of Texas it could not be relessed except by
Congrezaional sction.
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Hoporubie Harley sadler, page 2

"I know your office is busy and I hate to
hi.ve to reguest this faver, however, we have toO
report back to the committes as soon as possible,
I will apprecliate this inform-tion at the earliest
poasible convenience, * * *°

veotion 6 of House Bill No. l1ll, Chapter 174 of the
Kegular Session of the 44th legislature (19386) provides:

*ill expenditures and contracts authorized
by the Couxmisalon of Control shall be made, let,
supervised and sxpendsed by the Board of Control,
accarding to all legel requirezents now provided
49 O the sxpenditure of funds and the letting of
contrz2cts by said Board of Control."

The Cozaission of Control was an sgency created and
set up by the Legislature under the provisions of Section 3 cf
Chapter 174, aots of the Regular Session of the 44th Legislature;
its purpose having been fulfilled it has paseed out of existsnce,
and there is at this time no agency with authority to authorize
expenditures and contracts againast the Centennial funds,

The $£4,000 mentioned in your letter 1s part of a
Federal Appropriation and could have been used for the purchase
of the French Embassy if it bad been 80 allocated dy the Centen-
nial Commission or by the Comuission of Control during the exist-
snce Of thase bodies, but not having been so allocated, it is our
opinion that same cannot be s0 expended at this time antil re-
lsased by Congress.

Seetion 7 of Senate Joint Hesolution 131 resds, in
part, aa follows:

"3ec., 7. The sum of $3,000,000 18 hereby
authorized to be appropristed, out of any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and
shall remain available Tor the parposes of this
jolut resclution and any unexpended balances shall
be covered back into the sreasury of the United
otutes, * * *v ,




fcnorable lurley .:=dier, juge I

The money couid not be relcased to the Daughters
of the Republic. An aot of the “egislature attempting to do
that would be in viclation of sxticle 3, Yagtion 81 of the
Constitution whieh provides th:at "the ~egislaturs shall have
0o power to muike any grant or autlivrize the making of any graat
of publie money te any indivicual, assvolatiocn of individuals,
minicipal or other corporations whatsoever * * *.* If Congress
should release the money for the purposs of purchasing the Yrenoh
Skxbassy the title would huve to be taken in the pams of the
State of Texas, but the supervisioa anéd control of the Embassy
may be delegated by the Legislatare to the Daughters of the
Republie.

However, the legislature may Bow appropriate this
fund for the purpose of purchasing the French Embassy, oon-
ditioned apon its relesse by Congress for said purpose.

' Yours very truly
ia ATTORNEY CENERAL CF TRIAS
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